The Great North Road

T he Convict Trail
in the Wollombi Valley

Cuneens Bridge, Wollombi; Small square culvert, Bucketty; Catholic Church, Wollombi; Rock with T and Pickmarking

The Great North Road is a 240km convict
built masterpiece constructed between 1826
and 1836 to provide an overland route
from Sydney to Newcastle and the Hunter
Valley. Much of the original convict built
road remains in use today, although a lot of
the original surface is well buried beneath
bitumen. Convict built remains, such as stone
retaining walls, pick dressed cuttings, culverts,
bridges and stone cut drains, can be seen
when driving along the road, or when walking
in Dharug and Yengo National Parks.

B ucketty through Wollombi
to Broke & Cessnock

From Bucketty to Broke and beyond, the modern
road follows the route of the convict road. Sections
have been diverted and the original 1830s culverts
lie in abandoned loops. From Bucketty north the road
crossed Wollombi Brook and its tributaries, many of
these crossings remain with rebuilt wooden bridges.
In the 1860s, north of Wollombi part of the road
was rebuilt. In this section the stone work dates from
both the 1830s and the 1860s. North of Monkey
Place Creek the road traveled in a straight line over
undulating plains till it reached Warkworth.
Bucketty Precinct: at the intersection of George
Downes Drive with the road to St Albans there is
a large abandoned loop which contains a large
culvert (reconstructed), a bridge (the gap filled in with
a pipe), stone packed road surface, cut drains, rock
platform road surface and small
box culverts.
North of Bucketty:
Ramseys Leap: named after a prisoner William
Ramsey who escaped here in 1854. This 100 metre
long dry-stone wall is up to 4.5 meters high and was
probably built by Road Party 42.
Stone causeway: an early method of crossing low
wet ground; at the southern end the side cutting and
hand-placed pavement is substantially intact.
Fernances Crossing: an abandoned loop, a curved
stone retaining wall with a central rectangular culvert
was constructed to carry the road across a small
gully. Built by Road Party 27.

Murrays Run Culvert: an abandoned culvert.
Here the outlet is an elaborate decorative arch that
supports the retaining wall above. This is the only
known example on the road.
Thompsons Bridge: a small wooden bridge, flanked
by a stone retaining wall.
Laguna Farm: this 1830 house and barns from the
1840s are best viewed from the north looking back
across the flats.
Laguna Wine Bar: on an abandoned loop.
Abandoned road loop: at Milsons Arm Rd.
Mulla Villa: elegant 1840s stone house.
Wollombi Village: established as the administrative
centre for the district, built where the Great North
Road split, one branch going north and the other
east. One can step back in time when you visit this
charming little village.
North of Wollombi:
Wollombi to Paynes Crossing: original stone culverts
remain in this section with some 1860s walling;
1840s stone house visible at crossing.
Paynes Crossing to Broke: here the road follows the
brook through a boutique wine area.
Monkey Place Creek: abandoned crossing; from
here, north to Warkworth, Sir Thomas Mitchell’s
passion for straight lines can be appreciated.
Wollombi East:
Wollombi to Millﬁeld: here the road follows another
picturesque arm of the Wollombi brook; small
wooden bridges span a number of creeks.
East of Sweetmans Creek: the current road runs
between the old alignment with a stone culvert and
Thomas Budd’s 1833 grave.
Near Cedar Creek: notice an old slab building.
Rising Sun Inn, Millﬁeld: an early slab inn.
East of Millﬁeld: coalfields vegetation.

THE CONVICT TRAIL
The Convict Trail is the name for The Great
North Road, the surrounding land, and
historic buildings. The Convict Trail Project
Inc. (CTP) is a community based organisation
with objectives of the care, protection and
promotion of the Great North Road.
To achieve its objectives the CTP works with
many partners, including the NSW Heritage
Office, councils, Dept. of Corrective Services,
NPWS, RTA & local tourism associations. The
Project brings together community groups,
individual members, tourism groups, State
Government agencies and local councils
including both Baulkham and Hornsby
Councils. For more information, including
“conservation partners” visit the CTP website.
This brochure is part of a series of area
specific electronic brochures available from
the Convict Trail website. The content of this
brochure has been compiled in good faith
but is published without responsibility in law
or otherwise for its accuracy and without any
assumption of duty of care by the Convict
Trail Project. The sites are listed to allow you
to appreciate how much evidence remains
and what is supporting the road you are
driving on.

Remember: do not trespass on private
property. Many of the convict relics
noted in this guide are used for trafﬁc.
You should only view them from safe
locations.
For extra information purchase an
“Explore the Convict Trail” booklet or
visit the Convict Trail Website
www.convicttrail.org.
New members welcome. Write to the
CTP, PO BOX 96 Wahroonga NSW
2076.
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